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The analysis of data involves ‘sifting and sorting’ the data-set to 
uncover sets of recurring themes. These themes stand as indicative 
of the data-set and translate as points of ‘evidence’ from which a 
research finding might be produced. 

‘Sifting and Sorting’ data  

Use the following selections of data (detailed on the next page) to 
undertake an analysis. The data used here are drawn from interview and 
field observation techniques. 

 

The Project 

The data used in this activity is taken from an evaluation of the Movie Night 
youth engagement initiative run by Toowoomba Regional Council. Council 
was interested in seeking community views on the value of the initiative. A 
social research project utilising survey, interview, observation and gate 
count data collection techniques was developed to respond to this point 
of inquiry. 

Data Selection 1: Interview transcript 

Note that the recording of the interview has been ‘transcribed’ into text. 
While often useful, consider carefully whether the time and cost of 
transcribing interviews is feasible, or whether working directly from a 
recording and noting indicative sections of the interview will be sufficient. 

Data Selection 2: Observation Photograph and Field Notes 

Note that the field observations used for this project utilised a pre-planned 
field-note template for recording notes. It would normally be the case that 
reference to specific photographs taken of the setting would be made 
within the notes to draw reference to specific observations. 

 

 

 

Points to Note… 
The Module 5-1 Video explains the process of 
analysis according to ‘thematic analysis’. 
Themes within your data-set should be 
identified broadly- that is, themes should be 
identifiable across a number of different data 
types (interview, survey, observation and so 
on) to present as ‘evidence’ from the data set. 

 

The Task 

This task asks you to identify themes within a 
selection of data taken from an actual 
research project conducted by Toowoomba 
Regional Council. To refine your skills in 
analysis, ‘sift and sort’ these selections of 
data and identify common themes across the 
data-set. 
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How did you conduct your analysis across the data set presented here? 

 

And finally, what might you suggest is the ‘evidence’ you can take from this data; was this event a success, 
and why? 

 

 

Data Selection 1: Interview Transcript 

START OF TRANSCRIPT 

Facilitator: Hi, I’m undertaking a research project, evaluating participant views on these Movie Night events. Would you have a 
few minutes to give me your thoughts on the event?   

Facilitator: Look, just very quickly.  And I will let you get to watch the movie, but are these sorts of things good for the 
community?  Is Council doing a good thing here? 

Interviewee: Yeah.  Well, I came to the last one and the kids love it.  It’s a good thing for the town. 

Facilitator: So you’ve obviously blaming your kids for being here! 

Interviewee: Yeah, no.  It’s good.  It’s great. 

Facilitator: Look, if you had unlimited funds and time, what else could Council do in terms of events like this?  Do you have any 
thoughts on what you would like to see put in action? 

Interviewee: I think, maybe, utilise the skate park a little bit more. Do more child events… 

Facilitator: Like, this Movie Night in conjunction with a skate night?  Like a big event with several activities? 

Interviewee: Yeah.  As well as the pool.  Like, ages ago, they used to do a movie thing there and you sit in the pool. 

Facilitator: One more question.  Look, if this event were to continue on, would you keep coming? 

Interviewee: Yep. Well, we came for the last one with the kids.  So yeah. 

Facilitator: Look, I’ll leave you to get back to the movie.  Thanks very much.   

END OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

 

 

View the following data and undertake an analysis via the 
identification of themes captured within these selections.  

 

What stands out- what themes can you identify? 
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Data Selection 2: Fieldnotes and Photograph 
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